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ABSTRACT

Under the Atabeg tradition of the Seljuk period, two Atabeg dynasties—known as the
Greater and Lesser Lurs—emerged in the Lorestan region. The territory of the Greater Lurs
underwent political and geographical reconfigurations until the rise of the Safavids, part of
which became known as the “Bakhtiari Province.” The emergence of this province is
significant for two reasons: firstly, historical sources on its formation are scarce, and
secondly, during the Safavid era, it became one of the five major political provinces. This
study employs historical description and analysis to investigate the historical conditions and
factors behind its formation. Findings indicate that the Atabegs’ historical territory was
divided into a core domain and additional holdings. During the Safavid period, the Bakhtiari
Province, led by the Mirzadeh Astarki family, largely corresponded to the original domain
of the Greater Lurs. The preservation of this core territory until the Safavid era was due to
the Astarkis’ influence within the Atabeg administration. Their political maneuvers against
the Atabegs and the appearance of Astarki leaders as rulers of the Bakhtiari Province in the
early Safavid period, following a historical hiatus, reflect the continuity of local dynastic
power. Moreover, under Khalil Khan during the reigns of Shah Safi and Shah Abbas II, their
territory expanded, reflecting both the restoration and alignment with the broader domain of
the Greater Lurs.
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Extended Abstract

A Reflection on the Maturation of the Historical Geography of the “Bakhtiari
Province” from the Atabegs of Greater Lur to the Safavid Period

V. Introduction

The emergence of the semi-autonomous Bakhtiari Province in the early Safavid period reflects a long-term process of
political transformation rooted in the era of the Atabegs of Greater Lur. The importance of the Bakhtiari Province during the
Safavid period is evident from its designation as the fifth province following the four main provinces (Arabistan, Luristan,
Georgia, and Kurdistan), despite the absence of a formal governor titled “vali”; the leader was simply referred to as the “ruler
of the Bakhtiari tribe.” Nonetheless, Sanson listed ten significant provincial governors, among whom was the governor of
Bakhtiari. Although his use of the title “vali” may not be strictly accurate, it indicates the political significance of the
Bakhtiari Province as a semi-autonomous entity in the Safavid state. The development of its historical geography and political
identity dates to the early Safavid era. Previously, Hamdallah Mustawfi was the first to mention the Bakhtiari as one of the
migratory tribes of Jabal al-Samaq in Syria who had settled within the territories of the Atabegs of Greater Lur. While in
Mustawfi’s earlier manuscript, edited by Edward Brown, the term “Mukhtari” appears instead of “Bakhtiari,” such variations
in tribal names are common, making the etymology of “Bakhtiari” as a distinct tribe and its extension to other clans and
territories uncertain. Some scholars suggest that the name derives from a specific individual, yet historical evidence to
substantiate this claim is lacking. Consequently, until corroborated historical documentation emerges, a definitive conclusion
regarding the origin of the name “Bakhtiari” as a tribal or territorial designation is not possible. Documented sources from
the early Safavid period confirm the Bakhtiari as a distinct ethnic group within the Lurs with a defined political and territorial
identity. For instance, Shah Tahmasp mentioned the “emirate” and “alus Bakhtiari” in his conquest chronicles, while Bedlisi
noted that the Greater Lur were known as Bakhtiari. Such references suggest continuity between the Greater Lur Atabegdom
and the later Bakhtiari Province. This raises the central research question: what was the basis of the Bakhtiari Province’s
territorial and political continuity with the geography of the Atabegs of Greater Lur? Although Qajar-era sources and some
local accounts provide brief references to Bakhtiari lands, no independent study has examined the Safavid-period geography
of the Bakhtiari Province or its linkage to the Atabeg territories. This article aims to delineate the extent of the Bakhtiari
Province during the Safavid period, explore the historical geography of the Atabegs of Greater Lur, and assess its impact on
the development of this province.

Y. Methodology
This study adopts a historical research approach. Primary and secondary sources were reviewed, data were extracted
systematically, and historical evidence was analyzed, interpreted, and evaluated to address the central research question.

Y. Findings

The historical and geographical foundations of the Bakhtiari Province during the Safavid period trace back to the territories
of the Atabegs of Greater Lur. The Atabeg dominion consisted of a core area and several dependent and annexed regions.
The core encompassed the eastern areas of Shushtar to Zardkuh, including northern and northeastern Khuzestan—particularly
Susangerd and Izeh—as well as the Zayandeh-Rud basin extending to the Zardkuh foothills. This core territory closely
corresponds to the Bakhtiari Province as identified during the Safavid period. During this era, independent governors
appointed by the Safavid state administered Shushtar and Dezful, while parts of southern and southwestern Khuzestan fell
under the influence of the Masha‘i governors, and southeastern areas including Ramhormoz and Behbahan were controlled
by the Kohgiluyeh Beylerbeyi.

Thus, as in the Atabeg period, the region from eastern Shushtar and northeastern Dezful to the areas adjoining
Chaharmahal in Isfahan, known as Poshtkuh to Zardkuh, constituted the Bakhtiari Province, ranking politically after the four
major Safavid provinces. The principal factor in maintaining this territorial and political cohesion was the political and
military role of the Astarki tribe’s leaders, who held significant authority within the Atabeg administration. Even during the
final years of the Atabeg dynasty, they occasionally rebelled and killed the Greater Lur Atabeg. However, after a period of
historical obscurity, they reemerged in the early Safavid era, illustrating the continuity of their local authority under the name
“Bakhtiari.” The appointment of an Astarki leader, Tajmir, as the hereditary chief of the region underscores the persistence
of local dynastic power. Under his successors, especially Khalil Khan, the domain expanded beyond the original core,
encompassing Chaharmahal, eastern Luristan, Khansar, and Jarbadqan (Golpayegan), reflecting a revival of territorial extent
reminiscent of the Greater Lur Atabeg dominion.
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