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ABSTRACT

The map “Persiac Regnvm sive Sophorvm Imperivm” by the Italian cartographer Antonio
Magini, published in Y471 CE / )+ + ¢ AH, represents one of the earliest European attempts to
depict the geographical landscape of Safavid-era Iran and exemplifies European efforts to
acquire geographical knowledge of the region. The density of dozens of toponyms, including
settlements and natural features, renders this map a significant source for studying the place-
names of Iran’s geographical landscape. Among the numerous recorded toponyms, the focus
of this article is a single name in southern Khorasan, labeled Coibocharan. The research
question is: what is the equivalent of this toponym on Magini’s map, and why did he represent
it as a mountainous natural feature within Khorasan during the Safavid period? Findings
indicate that the toponymy of Coibocharan reflects a transitional pattern from ancient and
classical conceptions toward the emerging knowledge of the Islamic era in Magini’s mental
geography. Magini’s reference corresponds to Mount Bageran, which was recorded as a
toponym commemorating the memory of individuals believed, according to social beliefs, to
be descendants of Imam Muhammad al-Baqir. However, in its placement, Magini intended to
depict an extensive ancient mountain range known as Bagus, located between Khorasan and
Sistan, of which the present Mount Bageran constitutes only a part rather than the whole. This
transitional pattern highlights the tension between geographical realities and the cartographer’s
mental geography.
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Extended Abstract

Toponymy of Bageran Mountain [Coibocharan] in the Province of Khorasan
Based on Antonio Magini’s Map of Safavid-era Iran: An Analytical and
Comparative Reading

Introduction

In the typology of historical sources used to investigate toponyms and their linguistic and geographical transformations over time,
historical maps constitute one of the most significant contexts for the representation of Iranian toponyms, ranging from well-known to
obscure names. Among the numerous maps of Iran produced by European cartographers during the Safavid period, the map of Iran
drawn by the Italian cartographer Giovanni Antonio Magini in ) + + ¢ AH/)°47 CE is a notable example of European geographical efforts
to document Iranian toponyms during this period. Magini recorded the names of various populated settlements, including cities, villages,
and other inhabited places, as well as natural features such as seas, rivers, lakes, mountains, and deserts. The author's examination
indicates that more than one hundred toponyms are represented on the map. Given this considerable density, the present study focuses
on the descriptive, analytical, and comparative examination of a single toponym recorded by Magini in southern Khorasan as
[Coibocharan], referring to a mountainous area. The selection of this toponym is based on its particular prominence in Magini's map.
The Bageran Mountains constitute one of only three mountainous areas whose location and name Magini recorded within the territory
of Iran and its surrounding regions. The inclusion of this mountain range, despite the absence of numerous other mountain ranges,
indicates its particular significance within the cartographer's geographical conception. This selective representation suggests that Magini
intended to emphasize the importance of the mountainous area known as Bageran in Khorasan. Its prominence is also evident in other
European maps and in some geographical writings by European geographers.

Discussion

The name of the mountain on Magini’s map consists of two parts: the proper name [Coibocharan] and the suffix [M.], an abbreviation
of the Latin Mons or the English “Mountain.” Although Magini recorded [Coibocharan] as a compound name, it appears that it consists
of [Coi], another form of the Persian word kuh (mountain), and [bocharan], a variant of the Persian name “Baqgeran.” Thus, Magini
intended to represent a mountain called Bageran. He apparently did not recognize that Bageran, or [bocharan], was itself the proper
name of the mountain and instead understood [Coibocharan], or “Kuh-i Bageran,” as its proper name, adding [M.] to the end.

Comparison with later European sources supports the identification of [Coibocharan] with Mount Bageran. John Speed recorded
the name as [Coibocaran], while Adam Olearius rendered it as [Kubocaran], replacing [Co] with [Ku], a form closer to the Persian kuh.
The name also appeared in European geographical and astronomical reference works in forms such as [Coibacarani], [Coibocaran], and
[Caibocaran]. Iranian evidence further supports this identification. Bageran is the name of a mountain south of Khorasan near Birjand,
and later Iranian geographical sources recorded it as “Kuh-i Bageran” or [Kuh-i-Bakiran]. Local linguistic evidence is particularly
significant: in the Birjandi dialect, “mountain” is pronounced ku, and local inhabitants refer to the mountain as “Ku Bageran/Baghran.”
Magini’s transcription therefore appears to have been influenced by a local pronunciation and understanding of the name.

The historical origin of the name Bageran can be explained through two principal interpretations. The first associates the name with
an Islamic religious tradition. A tomb attributed to Sayyid Hamid ‘Alavi and several descendants of Imam Muhammad al-Bager is
located at the foot of the mountain. Local historical and literary traditions associate those buried there with Imam al-Bager, suggesting
that the mountain may have acquired the name Bageran as a commemorative toponym intended to preserve their memory.

The second interpretation emphasizes the form Bageran and assigns the name an ancient origin, deriving it from bagh, meaning
deity or God in the Avesta, combined with a locative suffix. Others have associated Baghran with bagh (garden), referring to the presence
of numerous gardens in the area. Thus, Mount Baqaran, like many toponyms in the historical geography of Iran, has been interpreted
from different linguistic, historical, and cultural perspectives. Among these interpretations, the form Baqaran can be understood as
reflecting a religious and social origin.

Resultes

The examination of the toponym [Coibocharan] on Antonio Magini’s map indicates that it can be identified with the Bageran mountain
range in southern Khorasan. Its significance, however, extends beyond its representation as a natural feature. The toponymy of this name
reflects a transition from an ancient conception to a new awareness in the Islamic period within the cartographer’s geographical
imagination, demonstrating the “transformation of an ancient sacred place into an Islamic sacred place” in the European cartographic
tradition of Safavid Iran. In this sense, the toponym of Mount Bageran exemplifies the continuity of a place’s sanctity despite religious
transformations: the place itself did not disappear but continued its historical existence through a new name and narrative.

The toponymy of this place on Magini’s map is particularly significant because it simultaneously contains two layers of meaning.
Its geographical location recalls the ancient geography of Bagos, while its name reflects the religious geography of Bageran. Comparison
of [Coibocharan] with European sources, including maps and geographical and astronomical writings, as well as Iranian sources,
including oral interviews with local informants, geographical writings, and travel accounts, indicates that Magini referred to Mount
Bageran. The mountain had acquired this commemorative name in order to preserve the memory of individuals buried at its foot who
were associated with Imam Bager.

Nevertheless, Magini’s geographical placement of the mountain suggests that he applied the toponym to a much larger and more
prominent mountainous area in southern Khorasan, corresponding to the famous ancient mountains of Bagos between Khorasan and
Sistan. The case of [Coibocharan], or Mount Baqeran, is therefore significant for understanding the transmission of ancient geographical
knowledge into the Islamic period. It demonstrates how historical transformations, geographical circumstances, and religious beliefs
interacted in the cartographer’s geographical imagination to shape a toponym and preserve it in the historical memory of subsequent
cartographers and geographers. This process ultimately reveals a discrepancy between the geographical realities of Safavid Iran and
Magini’s geographical imagination.
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oes e fe exonerat.

Byces, paus; et qui‘em aliks pars
Paludes Mgocides s hic anrempars ' i
o Enmni : cum eaim i Geographia
nulbus sbius occurrerer Simas s idarco
hoc nomen reuncr e placait

By zantium, hode Conflontinspelis
C

Cadmus, Mons Az

Calabrara, tofale Maris Batearics,
hodie Meutcolibre,

Calathe, nfilamaris Africi, non pro-
cul dSardini,

Calchiftan, Mons Peréig.

(:.lpnn.\, Infuls, hodic Cabrae,

Carpates, Mons sarmadg Furo-

Pedom  Germani huoc, Dar

v RNatter ) Whrpgaeten/ vad
vocant: vide Ortelimm.
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Marpefra Cawres 2 hodwe Cocbuas,

Celenorum tumulus, Mostes

Parphike

Cercinna, Tafula Afiici Maris ¢ bodiz
Ciamclarra & Querguenes daur,

Chadifia, Promontorium,, s
Phadifana.

Chalaidics Montes, hodie . Risi,

Cilicunm, Infala Ponei Exuini.

Cimmerius, Mons i Taurica
Cherfonsio.

Cimmenx Paludes.
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Circeum ,  Promontorum ,
hodie Mawre Cirgello,

C‘lma. Mons Afnce.
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Corax, Mons Sarmacig Afiatice.
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Colyra, tniids vel Coffira,alids Pans-

Carcinites, S, qui & Tamyra.
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