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ABSTRACT

Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad is a region that historically served as a vital connective hub
between northern (Isfahan) and southern (Persian Gulf) territories, as well as eastern (Fars)
and western (Khuzestan) domains during ancient and Islamic eras. In the later Islamic
centuries, political-administrative shifts—primarily driven by nomadic populations—Ied to
its renaming as Kohgiluyeh from the Ilkhanate period onward. The discovery of oil and the
imperative to secure trade routes abruptly elevated Kohgiluyeh’s strategic significance
during the Qajar and Pahlavi dynasties. This prompted the arrival of European political-
military operatives under the guise of travelers, archaeologists, and explorers. This article’s
central aim is to examine the objectives and motivations behind European Orientalists’s
activities in Kohgiluyeh. Thus, the study addresses the following question: What were the
primary goals and incentives for European travelers and Orientalists in the Kohgiluyeh
region? Data was gathered through documentary research, archival records, interviews, and
field studies. Findings reveal that European Orientalists predominantly operated under the
pretext of studying geographical features and historical monuments, with a marked
emphasis on archaeology. These endeavors, commissioned by their respective European
powers, sought to map communication routes and extract sociopolitical intelligence—
ultimately aiming to consolidate control over southwestern Iran, dominate oil fields, and
safeguard trade corridors for the transport of goods and raw materials to and from the region.
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Extended Abstract

The Role of Oil in the Presence of European Orientalists in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-
Ahmad (The Qajar and Pahlavi Historical Periods)

Introduction

At the beginning of the presence of European Orientalists in southern and southwestern Iran during the Qajar era, these
individuals undertook to understand and identify the geography, culture, and customs of this region to facilitate their own
presence and influence, considering the weakness of the Qajar government. After establishing themselves and gaining a
general understanding of the geography, people, and existing cultural and political relations in Qajar Iran, they dedicated
complete effort to extensive study of ancient sites as well as the discovery and identification of mineral resources, the most
important of which was oil.

Colonial countries, for trade, the import of weapons, the transfer of military forces, and most importantly, access to Iran's
oil-rich regions, required roads with high security. In the documents of British government agents and consuls, there were
many complaints and criticisms of the central government, particularly regarding the brigandry of the Boyer-Ahmad tribe
and their plundering on the Lynch oil road. The loss of security on these roads and the lack of tangible impact from the
existence of a powerful central government led the mentioned countries (oil buyers = colonialists) to directly engage in
dialogue and transactions with the tribes and nomads. In this research, through field and library studies and emphasizing
existing documents, the issue of the presence and influence of Europeans as Orientalists in relation to the discovery of oil in
Kohgiluyeh has been examined.

Research Background

Although local historians such as Nourmohammad Majidi Keraei () 2 9A) made an effort to document the Pahlavi era in these
regions, especially regarding the history of their own tribe and lineage, Atta Taheri Boyerahmadi has also occasionally
referred to the presence of Westerners in these areas as relevant to his own subjects (Taheri Boyerahmadi, Y+)°). The
phenomenon of "Tolu'iyan" and the role of Britain in its creation is among the articles that have addressed this issue (Moradi
Khalaj and Roshanfekr, Y+ )¢). Raghbar Moghaddam addressed the uprising of the Alaaeddini tribe led by Khodakaram
Khan Izadpanah against the presence of foreigners, especially the British, who were present in the Bahmai region of
Kohgiluyeh to discover oil (Raghbar Moghaddam, Y+ +A). The discovery and extraction of oil by the British government is
among the cases that have been somewhat addressed (Saeedi Nia and La'bat Far, Y+)7). The connection between the British
government and the Bakhtiari khans to suppress the Boyer-Ahmad tribe to obtain the oil of the south has been of interest to
researchers (Kouhestani, Ghorbani, and Khosravi, Y+)%). Kaveh Bayat (Y+)+) has paid attention to the context of the
presence and influence of Western governments in southern and southwestern Iran; the issue of oil and the presence of British
and German governments in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad are among the topics he has somewhat addressed. In recent
years, Seyed Ebrahim Raygani (Y+)°, Y+)V) and Hossein Sepidnameh (Y+))) have addressed the issue of the presence of
Europeans and the archaeological investigations of these Orientalists. In general, the perspective researchers have had on
these Orientalists in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad has mostly focused on archaeological excavations. Another group of
researchers has considered the oil explorations and ethnography of these Orientalists in Kohgiluyeh. The authors of this
research seek to examine the presence of individuals known as Orientalists from the perspective of issues related to espionage
and road security.

Research Method

In this research, through field and library studies and emphasizing existing documents, the issue of the presence and influence
of Europeans as Orientalists in relation to the discovery of oil in Kohgiluyeh was examined. In the research process,
interviews with informed elders were utilized, and ultimately, the method of historical descriptive analysis was used for
presentation.

Findings, Discussion, and Analysis

During the Qajar and Pahlavi periods, European agents who operated in Iran as ambassadors, travelers, archaeologists, and
military officers often prepared their daily activities in the form of travelogues, daily reports, private letters, and confidential
documents about Iranian affairs and provided them to the governments that had commissioned them. European governments
monitored Iran's developments based on these reports and, accordingly, formulated long-term colonial interest-based
planning and policies against rival governments. German and British agents were pioneers in this field. Their mission area
was mostly the Fars region (Safipneghad, Y+ )+, p. YoA).

Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad, as part of Fars, were also of interest to these so-called Orientalists. Pioneer travelers
included Stocqueler, Bell, Baron de Bode, Harrison, Stein, Wilson, and Captain Noel, each of whom provided a report on
the cultural, economic, and geographical foundations of the mentioned region. Among them, Niedermayer, Wasmus, and
Holthus were among the Germans who engaged in espionage activities in southern and southwestern Iran against the interests
of the British government. Kohgiluyeh, as an important strategic point both in terms of political geography and, more
importantly, natural geography, was within the focus of European countries, especially Germany and Britain. The location
of Kohgiluyeh between the two large tribes of Bakhtiari and Qashqai, as well as its proximity to southern ports, well illustrates
the importance of this region in terms of political geography. The discovery of oil in Gachsaran doubled the importance of
this geography for European countries.

Britain, to protect the southern oil installations and also prevent German and Ottoman forces from reaching Afghanistan,
deployed its forces and political agents in Khuzestan and Fars (Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad) to align the tribes and nomads




(Qashgai, Khamseh, tribes of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad) with them through these agents. England pursued a policy of
"creating division" to control the tribes and nomads in order to plunder resources that were mostly located within the
boundaries of their lands and even along their migration routes. Tribal unrest in the southern regions of Zagros caused the
suspension of explorations. The Pazanan and Gachsaran regions were two important oil-rich areas for the British, and
according to existing documents, "the Boyer-Ahmad nomads disrupted the settlement and security of those areas" (SAKMA,
Ya.v/Yar),

With the disappearance of the Nawai tribe and the rise to power of the Boyer-Ahmad tribe in Kohgiluyeh in the early
Qajar period, the important issue for the discovery and transfer of oil was security, particularly road security, for which the
British government took measures. Existing reports in the "Blue Book" refer to brigandry and insecurity in the Kohgiluyeh
regions during the Qajar era. Existing documents repeatedly mention the confrontation between the two tribes of Boyer-
Ahmad and Bakhtiari. Considering the share of oil that would go to the Bakhtiari khans (SAKMA, +£YV£/Y)+: V4£Y),
supporting the British government against the Boyer-Ahmad tribe, which was instigated by the Germans to carry out such
movements, was an obvious and clear matter. In October ATA, the Lynch Brothers company undertook to construct a caravan
road between Ahvaz [and other points] on the condition that the Iranian government guarantee the security of this road and
pay a sum from the road toll revenues to the concession holder (Garthwaite, Y49 ¢, p. YVA). This road was a turning point in
relations between British colonialism and the Ilkhans of the Kohgiluyeh and Bakhtiari region, leading to the travel of tourists
and British officers to this area. Most of these individuals addressed the insecurity on the roads and the plundering of caravans
along the road and proposed solutions to solve such problems, none of which proved fruitful.

Conclusion

The presence of Europeans in Kohgiluyeh was formed with the goals of archaeology, oil exploration, espionage, and colonial
rivalries. The discovery of oil in southwestern Iran, along with Kohgiluyeh's connective position, turned this region into a
focal point of attention for European powers like Britain, Germany, and Russia. European travelers, through historical and
geographical studies, paved the way for the political and economic influence of their countries. These individuals, in addition
to recording archaeological information, collected economic and security data. Their reports to their respective governments
were effective in exploiting resources (such as Gachsaran oil) and creating discord among the tribes (Boyer-Ahmad,
Bakhtiari, and Qashqai).
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Oil, European Governments, Orientalists, Kohgiluyeh.
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