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ABSTRACT

Simultaneously with the rebellions of the late Nader Shah era and the political turmoil after his
death, the grounds for the emergence of local governments in various regions of Iran were
prepared. The government of Nasir Khan Lari in the Larestan and Bandar Abbas regions was
one of these governments. He made many efforts to restore the previous power of the Larestan
local government. This restoration of local power in that turbulent atmosphere could have had
a relative impact on the commercial conditions of the Larestan region. The aforementioned
research, using a descriptive-analytical method and based on library data, attempts to examine
the issue of why, despite Nasir Khan's efforts, the previous commercial position of this
hinterland city did not return to the favorable situation of the Safavid era. The results of this
research show that, despite his many efforts to restore commercial stability, Nasir Khan was
unable to prevent the decline of Lar's commercial position due to the deterioration of the
security situation caused by the Afghan invasion, continuity of frequent rebellions in the
southern region of Iran, the tendency of merchants to gradually change the trade route to the
port of Bushehr, and Karim Khan Zand's many clashes with him in Larestan and the
surrounding areas. In fact, success in reviving trade in this region and halting the decline of
this process required integration at all domestic and regional levels and could not rely solely
on Nasir Khan's local policies and measures.
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Extended Abstract

studying Nasir Khan Lari’s Efforts to Improve the Commercial Position of
Larestan (1164-1179 AH)

Concurrent with the rebellions of the late period of Nader Shah and the political turmoil following his death, the conditions
for the emergence of local polities in various regions of Iran were provided. The rule of Nasir Khan Lari in Laristan and
Bandar Abbas was among these local governments. He made considerable efforts to revive the former power of the local
government of Laristan. This restoration of local authority, within such a turbulent context, could exert a relative impact on
the commercial conditions of the Laristan region.

This study, employing a descriptive-analytical method and based on library research, seeks to examine why, despite
Nasir Khan’s efforts, the former commercial status of this hinterland city did not return to its favorable Safavid-era condition
in the period between the death of Nader Shah and the rule of Karim Khan Zand. No independent study has been conducted
on this issue. The closest relevant work is that of Mohammad Bager Vosoughi in The Comprehensive History of Laristan
(2008), which provides a general survey of the economy of Lar from its beginnings to the present but does not address the
detailed commercial conditions of this specific period. Two other studies—A Study of the Relationship between Nasir Khan
Lari and the Rule of Karim Khan Zand (2011) by Iraj Tanhatan Naseri, and Nasir Khan Lari: Efforts to Revive the
Independent Rule of Laristan (2017) by Ahmad Bazmandegan Khamiri—focus solely on political developments and present
narrative accounts of events, without addressing the commercial condition of the region. In addition, a study entitled The
Family of Nasir Khan Lari and the Rise of the Qajars (2024) by Rasoul Ahmadlou has been written, which likewise deals
only with the political dimensions and genealogy of Nasir Khan’s family and its relation to the rise of the Qajars, and therefore
does not align thematically with the present research. An examination of the period of Nasir Khan Lari’s rule shows that the
restoration of local political power, although it made possible a relative revival of authority and administrative stability, did
not guarantee the return of economic and commercial prosperity. Relying on his political experience, military capability, and
skillful interaction with tribes and European companies, Nasir Khan was able to establish a degree of security and political
cohesion in Laristan, organize the taxation system, bring parts of the trade routes under his control, and expose Lar to positive
transformations in various dimensions.

Nevertheless, a set of internal and external factors—including flawed administrative policies, interference by rivals such
as Karim Khan Zand, insecurity along trade routes, recurrent rebellions, financial pressures, and the migration of merchants—
limited the full restoration of Laristan’s economic and commercial strength.

At the same time, analysis of this period indicates that political power, without the reinforcement of sustainable economic
infrastructure, cannot lead to commercial prosperity. Even with decisive measures, the contradiction between political
objectives and economic realities may accelerate the process of decline. The experience of Nasir Khan also clearly highlights
the importance of interaction with both internal and external actors, the creation of trust, and the management of financial
and security resources. It demonstrates that economic transformations in the region after the decline of the Safavids were not
solely dependent on local policies, but were also influenced by a complex network of local rivalries, central government
policies, and even international relations. In other words, Nasir Khan’s rule represents a clear example of the limitations of
economic reconstruction under simultaneous political and military pressures. Local authority could establish relative control
over routes and revenues, but success in reviving trade and the economy required coordination at multiple levels, including
central political authority and even international dynamics. In conclusion, although Nasir Khan succeeded in rescuing Lar
from a relatively prolonged period of instability and, through various measures, managed to revive the authority of his
predecessors in the region, he was not particularly successful in the commercial sphere. Despite the inherently constructive
nature of his strategies, shortcomings in their implementation, combined with generally unfavorable conditions and the
continued political activities of rival powers in southern Iran, resulted in lasting negative effects on the economy and
condition of Lar. Consequently, the region never regained its former distinguished commercial position.
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