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ABSTRACT

Rural life and the issue of ownership in Gilan during the historical periods prior to the Qajar
era followed at rajectory similar to that of other regions in Iran. However, during the Qajar
period, due to the expansion of international relations, new economic dynamics emerged within
Iranian society compared to earlier times. Given that Gilan was considered a border province,
these transformations manifested more significantly in rural life and land ownership within this
region, Accordingly, this article, relying on the method of historical studies based on
documents and using archival documents, has addressed these changes in the context of rural
life, including the issue of land ownership, the expansion of private property, and the results
of those changes in rural life in the Qajar era. According to the findings of this study, due to
the existence of fertile land and favorable geographical location of Gilan during the Qajar era,
domestic and foreign traders paid special attention to this area. Due to this attention, foreign
traders took advantage ofthe political turmoil and weakness of the central government of Iran
to seize the agricultural and rural lands of Gilan to produce products needed by global markets.
One of the important factors influencing the change in the mindset of the local people and
villagers regarding private property was the sale of the Khalsa properties of Gilan by Naser al-
Din Shah. This action intensified the presence of influential individuals and Iranian
businessmen, as well as nationals of foreign countries, in the villages of Gilan as landowners.
Along with these changes, the issue of ownership and land tenure acquired new and different
dimensions and popularized the idea of private ownership in the villages of the province of
Gilan, which was accompanied by different results regarding ownership of its fertile lands
compared to the past.
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Extended Abstract

Rural Life and the Issue of Ownership in Gilan during the Qajar Era

Introduction

The transformations of the Naser al-Din period (VY1¢-1Y\Y AH / YA¢AAT4 CE), centered on two factors— Tran’s
integration into foreign trade” and “the occurrence of droughts”—brought significant changes to the economic system and,
consequently, the structure of land ownership in Iran .To overcome the crisis of revenue shortfalls and rising debts, the
government put the sale of crown (khaleseh) lands to local landlords and landowners on its agenda.

Guilan, due to its extensive agricultural lands, was also considered crown (khaleseh) property; consequently, Naser al-
Din Shah Qajar sold many agricultural lands in the villages of Gilan to influential Iranian figures.

From that point onward, following developments in the West and the global system, Gilan came to be recognized as the
“gateway to Europe.” This status paved the way for extensive entry of domestic and foreign merchants into Gilan to
participate in the production of goods needed for global markets and their export, while simultaneously fueling competition
among them to acquire more land in the villages of Guilan.

Theoretical foundations

This situation created a new issue for the Qajar government, which can be referred to as the problem of foreign subjects’
ownership of land in Guilan. The present study aims to examine the process of the growth of private ownership in Guilan,
focusing on the villagers of this region during the Qajar era in Iran. It should be noted that, in addressing this discussion,
issues such as the efforts of foreign nationals to acquire agricultural lands and the policies of the Qajar government in
response to these developments will also be considered.

Research method

In this study, using a historical approach and a descriptive-analytical method, rural life and the issue of land ownership in
Guilan during the Qajar era are examined, along with the efforts of foreign merchants and governments to assist their
nationals in acquiring properties in Guilan through various means, as well as the measures taken by the Qajar government to
prevent such actions.

It is important to note that examining the reasons and factors behind the sale or lease of rural lands by Guilan landowners
to domestic and foreign subjects, and its consequences for the villagers of Guilan, can also illuminate a significant part of
the challenges faced by the Qajar government during this period of Iranian history. Nevertheless, in the formal written
sources, little attention has been paid to the issues and problems related to the sale or lease of properties in the villages of
Gilan by landowners during this period.

Therefore, historical documents from the Qajar period, and specifically archival sources related to the issue of land
ownership by domestic and foreign subjects during this time, can provide valuable guidance for examining this topic and its
associated issues. Accordingly, an effort has been made to examine rural life and the issue of land ownership in Guilan during
the Qajar era based on archival documents as well as some primary sources.

Conclusions

This study revealed that in Guilan, villagers, like those in other provinces of Iran, did not own the land and mostly worked
on agricultural lands belonging to the Shah, princes, governors, religious scholars, and local elites. During the harvest season,
the produce was divided among them according to their roles as cultivators, farmers, and landowners.

Although during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar, private ownership in Guilan expanded compared to previous
periods through the sale of lands by the Shah, the villagers of this region not only did not become landowners themselves,
but remained part of the land, to the extent that when a village or its agricultural lands were sold or leased to another person,
they became tenants of the new landowner.

In this context, the opportunity for foreign nationals to acquire land further exacerbated the problems of Gilan’s villagers,
becoming a serious issue both for the rural population and for the Qajar government. Although the Qajar government took
measures to prevent land ownership by foreign nationals, due to the weakness of Iran’s central government in dealing with
foreign powers, these measures were not very effective in addressing the problems of Guilan’s villagers.

In this context, although the expansion of communication facilities between rural and urban areas led to the creation of
new occupations in the villages of Guilan during this period and brought considerable prosperity, the continued lack of proper
paved roads left rural areas vulnerable to threats from bandits, robbers, and marauding tribes. In light of this, it can be said
that during this period, the villages of Guilan experienced noticeable changes in terms of population, occupations, division
of labor within families, and the establishment of easier communication routes with government officials through telegraph,
telephone, and postal services—developments that were significant compared to previous eras.
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sanad Somare £¢.

Sale sanad YYYA hq.(Y4+ %), Karton Y@, parvande )+,
sanad Somare ) ¢Y,

Sale sanad ' YYA hq.(Y4+9), Karton Y, parvande )+,
sanad Somare Y1,

Sale sanad YYYA hq.(Y4+ %), Karton Ye, parvande ¢),
sanad Somare VYV,

Sale sanad Y YYA hq.(Y4+9), Karton Y, parvande £),
sanad Somare Y'Y,

Sale sanad YYYA hq.(Y4+ %), Karton Y@, parvande ) +,
sanad Somare V¢V,

Sale sanad YYYA hq.(Y4+%), Karton Ye, parvande )+,
sanad Somare )+ A,

Sale sanad Y YYA hq.(Y4+9), Karton Y, parvande )+,
sanad Somare YA, Y4, Y4,),

Sale sanad YYYA hq.(Y4+%), Karton Y1, parvande Y1,
sanad Somare Y¢-Yo,

Sale sanad YYYA hq.()%+9%), Karton Y°, parvande ),
sanad Somare ).

Sale sanad YYYA hq.(Y4+ %), Karton Yo, parvande ),
sanad Somare Y1,

Sale sanad YYY% hq.(Y%) +), Karton Y, parvande A,
sanad Somare YV,

Sale sanad YYY% hq.(Y%) +), Karton Y, parvande A,
sanad Somare ) £.

Sale sanad YYY+ hq.(Y4Y)), Karton Y1, parvande VA,
sanad Somare °Y.

Sale sanad ¥+ hq.(Y4))), Karton Y1, parvande VA,
sanad Somare ¢9.

Sale sanad YYY+ hq.(Y4Y)), Karton Y1, parvande 7+,
sanad Somare )-Y.

Sale sanad 'Y+ hq.(Y4))), Karton Y1, parvande 'V,
sanad Somare Y.
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Sale sanad Y'Y+ hq.(Y4)), Karton ¢+, parvande ),
sanad Somare Y.

Sale sanad YYY+ hq.(Y4)), Karton ¢+, parvande ),
sanad Somare °.

Sale sanad YYYY hq.()4Y), Karton 11, parvande ¢4,
sanad Somare ).

Sale sanad YYYY hq.(Y4)¢), Karton £V, parvande ),
sanad Somare ).

Sale sanad YYYY hq.(14)¢), Karton £V, parvande Y°,
sanad Somare 1.

Sale sanad YYYY hq.(14) £), Karton £V, parvande Y°,
sanad Somare YV.

Sale sanad YYYY hq.(14)¢), Karton £V, parvande Y ¢,
sanad Somare ¢).

Sazman-e asnad va ketabkane-ye melli-e iran

Sale sanad Y3+ hq.(YAVY), Karton Y@, parvande
«+Y¥14Y asanad Somare ** -+ 09,

Sale sanad Y3+ hq.(YAVY), Karton Y@, parvande
«+Y¥14Y, asanad Somare * VYV, « V4, €€

Sale sanad Y%+ hq.(YAVY), Karton Y4¢, parvande
--vyay, 00000 000000 -yay.

Sale sanad Y%+ hq.(YAVY), Karton Y4°, parvande
--vyav, 00000 000000 -vay, -va¥.

Sale sanad Y%+ hq.(YAVY), Karton Y4°, parvande
--vyay, 00000 000000 «ysA.

Sale sanad Y%+ hq.(YAVY), Karton Y@, parvande
--vyav, 00000 000000 - yvy.

Sale sanad Y3+ hq.(YAYY), Karton Y@, parvande
--vyay, 00000 000000 -yaa.

Sale sanad Y%+ hq.(VAVY), Karton Y3°, parvande
++Y¥14Y, sanad Somare * )4V,

Sale sanad Y%+ hq.(YAYY), Karton Y@, parvande
--vyay, 00000 000000 - yaA.

Sale sanad Y4+ hq.(VAVY), Karton Y4°, parvande
«+Y14Y, sanad Somare * )44,

Sale sanad Y3+ hq.(YAYY), Karton Y@, parvande
--vyay, 00000 000000 -y--.

Sale sanad ‘va. hq.\Avy), Karton Y9, parvande
.+¥)ay, sanad Somare «y.y—-Y.§

Sale sanad YYYY hq.(Y%+¢), sanad Somare Y37/A33Y,

Sale sanad YY¥Y1 hq.(Y%+A), sanad Somare Y31/A33Y,

Sale sanad \vya hg.(\a)V), sanad Somare Y471/A%VY,

Sale sanad YYYY hq.(Y ) £), sanad Somare Y37/A4VY,

Sale sanad YYY7 hq.(Y4YA), sanad Somare Y37/A3YY,

Sale sanad Y'YV hq.(Y311), sanad Somare Y37/A%3Y,

Sale sanad YYYA hq.(Y4Y+), sanad Somare Y37/A3YY,

Newspapers
Ruznama-ye Anjoman-e Melli-ye Velayati-ye Gilan,
vy Rajab \vvo, sal-e avval, Somara-ye ), s.v.

Ruznama-ye Anjoman-e¢ Melli-ye Velayati-ye Gilan,
vy Rajab yvve, sal-e avval, Somara-ye \, s. ¥.

Ruznama-ye Gilan, 4 Savval YYYA, sal-e avval, Somara-
ye 'V, s. V.

Ruznama-ye Gilan, ¥ Savval Y YYA, sal-e avval, Somara-
ye )+, ss. V—£,

Ruznama-ye Gilan, Y1 Moharram ‘YY4, sal-e avval,
Somara-ye V¢, s. £,

Books and Articles

Adamiyat, Fereydun va Homa Nateq, Afkar-e ejtema ‘i,
siasi va eqtesadi dar atar-e montaser-nasode-ye
dowran-e Qajar, Agah, Y YA,

Ahmadi, ‘Alireza, «Hadaf va ‘avaqeb-e kosusi-sazi-ye
arazi va amlak-e kalese-ye dowlat dar dowra-ye
Naser-al-Din Sahy, Karnama-ye Tarikh, sal-e $asom,
Somara-ye sizdahom, bahar va tabestan V34, gs.
YeoVYY

‘Alam, Mohammad-Reza va Sajjad Kazemi, «Ta’sir-e
engelab-e Masruta bar tahavvol-e nezam-e
zamindari», Fasl-nama-ye Pazuhesha-ye Tariki, sal-
¢ nohom, Somara-ye Y, bahar Y¥47, g5, Y17,

Bastani Parizi, Mohammad-Ebrahim, Siasat va eqtesad-
e ‘asr-e Safavi, Safi ‘Alisah, YYVA,

Curzon, George Nathaniel, Iran va mas’ala-ye Iran, tr.
‘Ali Javaherkalam, Ibn Sina, YY£V,

Curzon, George Nathaniel, Iran va qaziya-ye Iran, tr.
Vahid Mazandarani, ‘Elmi va Farhangi, YYVY,

Dalmani, Henry René, Safar-nama az Korasan ta
Baktiari, tr. Homayun Farrahvasi, Ibn Sina, YYV°,

‘Ebadi, Mahdi va Zoleykha Gaffari Rudsari, «Padida-
ye ejtema‘i-siasi-ye tagyir-e tabe‘iyat dar Gilan-e
‘asr-e Qajar», Pazuhesha-ye Tariki, sal-e $anzdahom,
Somara-ye Y, bahar V¢V, gg. £0-AY,

Fourier, Jean-Baptiste, Se sal dar darbar-e Iran az
VYUY 4 tr. ‘Abbas Eqbal Astiani, ‘Elm, ) YAe.
Fraser, James Baillie (Y AYY), Travels and Adventures in
the Persian Province on the southern Banks of the

Caspian, London.

Hosam-al-Saltana, Abu-al-Nasr Mirza, Safar-nama-ye
Tavales, ed. Ebrahim Safa’i, Cap-e Sarq, VY¢1.

‘Isawi, Charles Philip, Tarikh-e eqtesadi-ye Iran:
Qajariya ) Y) o\ ¥¥Y, tr. Ya'qub AZand, Gostara, ) YAA,

Jaubert, Pierre Amédée Emilien, Mosaferat dar
Armenestan va Iran, tr. ‘Aliqoli E‘temad-
Mogaddam, Tehran, Bonyad-e Farhang-e Iran, YY¢V,

Ketab-e narenji (GozareSha-ye siasi-ye wezarat-e
kareja-ye Rusiya-ye sari darbara-ye engelab-e
Masruta-ye Iran), vol. Y, ed. Ahmad Basiri, tr.
Fathollah Dida-ban et al., Nur, YY1,

Ketab-e narenji (GozareSha-ye siasi-ye wezarat-e
kareja-ye Rusiya-ye sari darbara-ye engelab-e
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Masruta-ye Iran), vol. ), ed. Ahmad Basiri, tr.
Fathollah Dida-ban et al., Nur, YY1V,

Kodzko, Aleksandr, Sarzamin-e Gilan (VY&1-
VYAY/VAY < VALY tr, Siris Sahami, Payam, YVe¢,
Lambton, Ann K. S., Iran dar ‘asr-e Qajar, tr. Simin

Fasihi, Javdan Kerad, YYVe.

Lambton, Ann K. S., Malek va zare' dar Iran, tr.
Manucehr Amiri, Markaz-¢ EnteSarat-e ‘Elmi va
Farhangi, Y Y7Y,

Malcolm, John, Tarikh-e kamel-e Iran, tr. Mirza
Esma‘il Heyrat, ed. ‘Ali-Asgar ‘Abdollahi, Afsun.
Melgunov va ‘Ezz-al-Dowla, ‘Abd-al-Samad, Safar-
nama-ye Iran va Rusiya (VYVE-)YVI/VAGANATL)
tr. Faramarz Talebi va Mohammad Golban, Tehran,

Donya-ye Ketab, Y¥1Y,

Mozaffar-al-Din Sah Qajar, Safar-nama-ye Mozaffar-
al-Din Sah, VY'Y,

Naser-al-Din Sah Qajar, Ruznama-ye safar-e Gilan, ed.
Manucehr Setuda, Mo’assasa-ye Farhangi-ye
Jahangiri, YY1V,

Nikitin, Musiub, Katerat va safar-nama-ye Nikitin, tr.
‘Ali-Mohammad Farrahvasi, Ma ‘refat, YY1

Orsel, Emest, Safar-nama-ye Qafqaz va Iran, tr. ‘Ali-
Asgar Sa‘idi, PazuheSgah-e ‘Olum-e Ensani va
Motale at-e Farhangi, ) YAY.

Panahi, °‘Abbas, Asnad-e Gilan dar dowra-ye
Masrutiyat (Majles-e dovvom ta panjom-e Sura-ye
Melli), Tehran, Ketabkana, Muze va Markaz-e
Asnad-e Majles-e Sura-ye Eslami, ) Y44,

PetruSevski, Ilya Pavlovi¢, KeSavarzi va monasebat-e
arzi dar Iran-e ‘ahd-e Mogol, tr. Karim Kesavarz,
Abu Rayhan, YoV,

Rabino, H. L. va F. Lafon, San‘at-e nogan dar Iran, tr.
Ja‘far Komami-zada, Tehran, Mo assasa-ye
Motale‘at va Tahqiqat-e Farhangi, Y YVY.

Rabino, H. L., Velayat-e dar-al-marz-¢ Iran: Gilan, tr.
Ja‘far Komami-zada, Ta‘ati, YYV¢.

Rahmaniyan, Daryu§ va Mahdi Mirkia'i, «Ta’sir-e
kosksali va gahti bar vaz'iyat-e malekiyat-e zamin
dar Iran-e ‘asr-e Naseri», Motale‘at-e Tarikh-e
Eslam, sal-e haftom, Somara-ye YV, zemestan VY,
ss. YYV_YYY,

Serena, Carla, Mardom va didani-ha-ye Iran (Safar-
nama-ye Carla Serena), tr. Golam-Reza Sami‘i,
Now, ) ¥1Y,
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