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ABSTRACT

The relationship between the central government and local powers in Qajar-era Iran was
consistently marked by tensions and resistance from regional elites and local actors. The
province of Fars, particularly its southern districts such as Larestan, due to its strategic location
and the complexity of its social and economic structures, was a prominent arena for such
interactions. This study focuses on the rebellion of Mir Hashem Owzi during the early years
of Naser al-Din Shah’s reign, aiming to analyze the mechanisms of local resistance and the
central government’s response. Based on newly discovered archival documents, reports from
the newspaper Vaqaye'-e Etefagiyeh, and other primary sources, the study reconstructs the
causes, development, and consequences of the rebellion using a descriptive-analytical
approach. The findings indicate that the Mir Hashem Owzi rebellion not only posed significant
administrative and security challenges in the region but also exemplified a specific pattern of
interaction between the central state and local forces, combining suppression, negotiation, and
the granting of political and economic concessions. Examining this event provides a clear
perspective on the processes of power centralization and local resistance management in
southern Iran during the first half of Naser al-Din Shah’s reign, highlighting the importance of
understanding central-local interactions in contemporary historical analysis. Furthermore, the
study demonstrates the value of first-hand sources for accurately reconstructing both local and
national history.
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Extended Abstract

Power Centralization and Local Resistance in Qajar Iran: A Case Study of Mir
Hashem Ouzi’s Rebellion

The Qajar political system, based on a combination of royal authority, provincial administration, and cooperation with
influential local elites, frequently faced resistance from local actors. These resistances often emerged in response to the
central government’s attempts to increase oversight over administrative, financial, and military affairs, manifesting in
forms such as noncompliance, local rivalries, and occasionally armed uprisings.

Fars Province, particularly its southern districts such as Laristan, represented a strategic region due to its connections with
the Persian Gulf, its diverse social structure, geographic fragmentation, and the influence of local families and tribes. These
factors made the effective implementation of central authority challenging, necessitating a combination of coercive and
conciliatory measures by the state. Within this context, the revolt of Mir Hashem Owzi during the early years of Naser al-
Din Shah’s reign stands out as a significant example of local resistance against the centralizing policies of the Qajar state.

Despite the importance of this event in the political history of southern Iran, previous historiography has addressed it only
sporadically and descriptively. No comprehensive and analytical study has examined the causes, course, and consequences
of the uprising. This article aims to fill that gap by analyzing the revolt as a case study of central-local interactions and the
mechanisms through which local resistance was managed.

METHODOLOGY: This study adopts a descriptive—analytical historical methodology. The primary sources include newly
discovered archival documents, official decrees and correspondence issued by Qajar princes, reports published in the
newspaper Vaqaye -ye Ettefagiyeh, and contemporary local histories. The research reconstructs the political, social, and
economic conditions that led to the revolt, analyzes the motivations and actions of local actors, and evaluates the strategies
adopted by the central government in response. By situating the revolt within the broader framework of Qajar state-
building, the study highlights the relevance of local resistance to both theoretical and practical understandings of
governance and centralization in nineteenth-century Iran.

RESULTS: The findings indicate that the revolt of Mir Hashem Owzi was rooted in longstanding rivalries among local
families, conflicts of interest between tribes and the provincial administration, and the diminishing political and economic
influence of local actors due to central interventions. Mir Hashem Owzi, relying on support from certain local elites and
allied tribal groups, resisted the implementation of government orders, thereby challenging the administrative authority in
southern Fars. The uprising disrupted local governance, created insecurity, and posed a serious threat to the consolidation
of central power in the region.

In response, the Qajar state pursued a multi-faceted strategy. Military campaigns were conducted to dismantle local
fortifications and weaken the insurgents’ capacity. Simultaneously, political and economic measures were employed,
including the granting of privileges to loyal tribes, mediation by influential local elites, and a redefinition of the status of
local power holders within the provincial administration. This combination of coercive and conciliatory measures
successfully mitigated the revolt and helped restore relative stability.

DISCUSSION: Analysis of the revolt demonstrates that central authority in Qajar Iran was limited and heavily reliant on
local networks for maintaining security and governance. Sole reliance on coercion proved insufficient; the state’s strategy
consistently incorporated negotiation and compromise to ensure compliance and stability. Comparisons with similar
uprisings in other provinces reveal that the interaction between the central state and local actors was based on a fragile and
negotiated balance of power. By weakening opposition forces while strengthening loyal elites, the central government
gradually reshaped local power structures. This approach reduced the capacity for overt resistance while integrating local
elites into the centralized framework, illustrating the adaptive and pragmatic nature of Qajar governance.

CONCLUSIONS: The revolt of Mir Hashem Owzi exemplifies the complex and negotiated nature of centralization in
Qajar Iran. Central authority was not maintained solely through military force but relied on a combination of coercion,
negotiation, and the strategic integration of local elites. This case study underscores the importance of local-level analysis
in understanding state-building processes in nineteenth-century Iran. It reveals that the consolidation of Qajar authority in
the provinces depended on a delicate balance between central power and local autonomy. The uprising illustrates how the
interplay between coercion and conciliation shaped the evolution of political order in southern Iran during the early reign
of Naser al-Din Shah and highlights the enduring significance of local resistance in shaping national governance structures.

KEY W OR D S: Qajar, central government, Larestan, Mir Hashem Owzi, power centralization.
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