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ABSTRACT

Sharafnameh by Bidlisi holds a special place as one of the significant sources of local Iranian
historiography, focusing on the history of Kurdish emirs. This work is the first
historiographical source that specifically addresses the Kurds and their connection to the
history of Iran. Bidlisi, with his theoretical and practical experience in the bureaucracy of
Safavid Iran, offers an objective and historical understanding of the concept of Iran. The main
research question is: What is the concept of Iran in Bidlisi’s Sharafnameh, and how is it defined
or represented? This research, employing the method of conceptual history, demonstrates that
Bidlisi possessed a historical understanding of the land, ethnic groups, and people of Iran, and
he perceives and narrates the Kurds within the framework of Iranian history. Despite his
presence at the Ottoman court and minor criticisms of the Safavids, he consistently spoke from
the perspective of historical understanding and the requirements of Iran. He narrated the history
of the Kurdish emirs in relation to the grand narrative of Iran and the “centralized Iranian
monarchy,” presenting a concept of Iran that was “trans-ethnic” and “trans-religious,” which
is significant in examining the history of the “concept of Iran.”
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Extended Abstract

The Concept of Iran in the Historiography of Sharaf Khan Badlisi: A Historical-
Conceptual Approach (The Kurds in the Safavid Era)

1. Introduction (Statement of the problem, significance, gap and objectives)

The book Sharafnameh Badlisi, as one of the most important sources of local Iranian historiography, particularly for
understanding the history of Kurdish rulers in the Safavid period, occupies a special position. This work is the first source
that systematically deals with the history and fate of the Kurds within the context of the political developments of that era.
Sharaf al-Din Badlisi, relying on his practical and theoretical experience in the bureaucracy of Safavid Iran, offers an
objective understanding of the concept of state and the land of Iran. Nevertheless, in contemporary readings of Sharafnameh,
due at times to prevailing intellectual and political tendencies, an excessive emphasis on ethnic or regional elements has
produced an interpretation that is not necessarily aligned with Badlisi’s overarching framework of thought. The main problem
of this study is: what is the concept of “Iran” in the thought of Sharaf Khan Badlisi, and how did he narrate the history of the
Kurdish rulers in relation to this overarching concept? The necessity of conducting this research becomes clear because
accurate evaluation of historical sources depends on understanding the historian’s conceptual framework in order to avoid
extratextual and politicized interpretations. The primary aim of this article is to expound and analyze the fundamental concept
of “Iran” in Sharaf Khan Badlisi’s intellectual system and to answer whether the narrative of the history of the Kurdish rulers
in Sharafnameh is defined within a non-ethnic and non-sectarian Iranian identity framework or not.

2. Theoretical foundations, background and knowledge gap

Inspired by Reinhart Koselleck’s conceptual history, this study considers the concept of “Iran” as a “fundamental concept”
and aims to trace its development and function within the context of Sharafnameh. Previous studies about Sharafnameh have
mainly focused on two areas: first, research emphasizing the local and ethnic aspects of the history of Kurdistan, such as
William Minors Zernov’s edition introduction and some domestic academic articles which—unconsciously influenced by
ethnocentric literature—presented the Kurds as a separate “ethnic problem.” Second, descriptive studies about the
illustrations or the general content of the work. The existing knowledge gap is the lack of an independent analytical study
that specifically focuses on the “concept of Iran” as the intellectual axis of Sharafnameh and demonstrates how the historian,
despite his ties to the Ottoman court, defines his local historical identity within the broader history of Iran. This article seeks
to fill that research void by offering a novel conceptual rereading.

3. Research method

The methodology of the present research is based on conceptual analysis, the main features of which are borrowed from
Koselleck’s approach to conceptual history. This method requires first identifying and explicating the concept of “Iran” and
its conceptual equivalents throughout Sharafnameh. Research data were collected through close reading of the printed text
of Sharafnameh (with reference to the sources used in the article). Data analysis includes extracting textual evidence related
to geographical, political, and historical references to Iran, the kings of Iran, and definitions of territorial boundaries (such
as the concept of the “fourth clime”) in relation to the Kurdish rulers. The analysis was qualitative and focused on highlighting
repetitions, distinctions, and structural connections among the main concepts.

4. Findings, discussion and review

The findings of the study clearly show that Sharaf Khan Badlisi, although concerned with writing the history of the Kurdish rulers,
did not regard this history as independent from the history of Iran. The central point is that he traces the roots of the Kurdish rulers
within the historical geography of Iran (for example, considering the Ayyubids of Egypt as inhabitants of Azerbaijan) and defines
their governmental structure within the hierarchy and domain of the “centralized monarchy of Iran.” Multiple textual evidences,
including reports that the rulers of Lorestan were ones “whom the kings of Iran were pleased with and thankful to,” and expressions
related to the Kurds of Diyarbakir, support this view. Moreover, Badlisi, by referring to the traditional Iranian geographical
definition, places his native region, Badlis, in the “fourth clime”; a clime that in the tradition of Iranian historians corresponds to
Iranshahr. This indicates that even during his presence at the Ottoman court, Badlisi, from a political-geographical perspective,
maintained the connection of the Kurdish rulers’ identity with historical and geographical Iran. The structural distinction in the
second volume of the book, which mostly narrates the history of Iran and only devotes a small part to the Ottomans, emphasizes
that addressing Ottoman history versus Iranian history was not Badlisi’s “fundamental research concern.” Consequently, it can be
concluded that Badlisi presented a “non-ethnic” and “non-sectarian” concept of Iran in which the focus is on the continuity of Iran’s
governmental and geographical structures rather than on particular religious or ethnic antagonisms.

5. Conclusion and Implications

In response to the central research question, the concept of Iran in Sharafnama by Bidlisi constitutes a historical-geographical
and political-identity framework within which Kurdish rulers, regardless of their temporary political affiliations with the
Ottoman Empire, are defined as an inseparable part of the broader history and geography of Iran. Through this approach,
Bidlisi narrates the local history of Kurdistan within the overarching narrative of Iranian history and, quite remarkably, either
overlooks or downplays the connections and dependencies of Kurdish rulers on the Ottomans. These findings are of
significant importance for the re-reading of local historical sources from the Safavid period, as they demonstrate how certain
local historians, despite political transformations, sought to preserve a continuous identity grounded in an Iranian definition
of territory and its historical continuity. The practical implication of this study is the necessity of caution against purely
ethnic readings of the Sharafnama, while its theoretical significance lies in enriching the literature on the conceptual history
of Iran during the Safavid transitional period.
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