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ABSTRACT

The rulers of the second Pahlavi government did not consider merely distributing land among
the peasants sufficient to achieve the goals of land reform. Therefore, they sought to create
various organizations in addition to it in order to achieve the goals of land reform in Iran. One
of these institutions was the rural culture houses, which included various facilities, including
radio and television clubs, libraries, and other cultural and educational services. This research,
with a historical-analytical approach and relying on documentary data from the archives of the
National Archives and Library of Iran, seeks to examine the role and performance of rural
culture houses in West Azerbaijan province during the second Pahlavi era. The innovation of
this research lies in analyzing the performance of these houses within the theoretical framework
of top-down development and institutional inefficiency. The research findings indicate that the
rural culture houses of West Azerbaijan, like other rural culture houses in the country, were
unable to effectively implement various educational, cultural, health, and sports programs and
activities due to the lack of adaptation of the programs to the most urgent and important real
needs of the villagers, the lack of local participation, structural and bureaucratic weakness, and
the lack of provision of the necessary infrastructure. This failure reflected the limitations of
centralized and non-participatory development approaches in the context of Iranian rural
society at that time.
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Extended Abstract

The Role of the Samanids in the Formation of the Political and Military Movement
of Ali ibn Muhammad al-Barezi in Kerman Based on Numismatic Studies

\.Introduction

During the Second Pahlavi era, land reforms were regarded not only as a structural transformation of land ownership but also
as a central pillar of the state’s developmental agenda. However, policymakers soon realized that altering land ownership
alone was insufficient, and that complementary cultural and educational instruments were necessary to consolidate the
intended socio-economic transformations. Accordingly, Rural Cultural Houses were established in 1968 (1347 SH) to
provide educational, cultural, and social services, aiming to align rural populations with the ideological and developmental
objectives of the White Revolution. Despite some national-level studies on this initiative, regional research particularly in
multi-ethnic and multilingual provinces such as West Azerbaijan has remained markedly scarce. This study seeks to address
this scholarly gap by examining the role, performance, and challenges of Rural Cultural Houses in West Azerbaijan between
1968 and 1976 (1347-1355 SH). The central research question is: Why did these centers, despite significant state investment
and ambitious goals, fail to achieve a sustainable impact in this province?

2.Theoretical Framework and Literature Review

The research is grounded in post-development critiques of top-down modernization. Previous works such as Aghazadeh &
Parvish (2022) focus on formal structures using official narratives. In contrast, scholars like Foran (2007) and Lambton
(2015) highlight the elite-driven nature of the White Revolution. However, none utilize internal provincial archives to reveal
grassroots realities. This study fills that void by analyzing internal government documents to expose systemic mismatches
between policy design and local reception.

3. Research Methodology

The present study employs a historical-analytical approach, relying on the analysis of primary documents. The main data
have been extracted from 12 archival files held by the National Organization for Documentation and National Library of
Iran (SAKMA), including inspection reports, financial statements, correspondence, and minutes of meetings related to
Rural Cultural Houses in West Azerbaijan. These documents date from 1968 to 1976 (1347—1355 SH) and provide
operational and unofficial perspectives rarely found in published sources. Data analysis was conducted using an
interpretive-descriptive method.

4. Findings

By 1974, 51 RCHs existed in the province, yet only 22 collected membership fees totaling a mere 34,345 rials annually,
insufficient for basic operations. Over ten centers operated without managers; several lacked dedicated buildings. In villages
like Keshmesh Tappeh, RCH spaces were repurposed as cooperative warehouses. Community participation in literacy classes
or TV clubs was minimal. Active resistance including broken windows, stolen toys, and refusal to house staff was
documented in multiple locations. These findings reveal a profound epistemological disconnect: planners prioritized
symbolic modernity (e.g., television access) over material needs (e.g., clean water, agricultural credit).

5. Conclusion

Three key lessons emerge: (1) Top-down cultural engineering fails without genuine community participation; (2)
Institutional relevance must supersede ideological symbolism; (3) Even under authoritarianism, rural resistance can
neutralize state projects. Theoretically, this case reinforces post-development critiques of technocratic planning.
Practically, it offers cautionary insights for contemporary rural policy in Iran and similar contexts. Future research should
explore gendered dimensions of RCH activities, particularly women’s roles in childcare and handicraft programs.
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