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ABSTRACT

Al ibn-i Muhammad Barzi is a figure who, despite posing a significant challenge to the Buyids
in Kerman around 359-361 AH, remains shrouded in obscurity in the events of Iranian history
in the 4th century. This is because primary sources have largely remained silent about him, so
much so that his name, apart from in lIbn Miskawayh's report, is omitted from all historical
records and even from the History of Sistan. However, the existence of a newly discovered
coin minted in Sistan indicates his prominent presence in the political sphere of eastern Iran
during this historical period. Was there any Sunni Samanid incitement against Khalaf ibn
Ahmad Saffar (an ally of the Buyids)? The focus of this research is on identifying the factors
behind the formation of ‘Ali ibn-i Muhammad Barzi's uprising, his political and military
actions, and the reasons for his failure to sustain political power, with particular emphasis on
the role of the Samanids. This study aims to redefine part of the political and military events
in Iran, specifically in Sistan and Kerman during the aforementioned years, relying on
numismatic studies. The findings, derived through a descriptive-analytical approach and the
study of historical texts, especially the newly discovered coin, indicate that ‘Ali ibn-i
Muhammad Barzi's political and military movement was closely related to the policies and
plans of the Samanids in the Sistan and Kerman regions and in opposition to the Buyids.
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Extended Abstract

The Role of the Samanids in the Formation of the Political and Military Movement
of Ali ibn Muhammad al-Barezi in Kerman Based on Numismatic Studies

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction (Problem Statement, Significance, Research Questions, and Objectives):

Ali ibn Muhammad al-Barezi is a lesser-known figure of 10th-century Iran (4th century AH) who posed a significant
challenge to the Buyids in Kerman between 359 and 361 AH. However, due to the silence of primary sources and the omission
of his name from most historiographies, his political and military career remains obscure. The discovery of a unique coin
minted in Sistan bearing his name and dated 360 AH not only attests to his prominent presence in the political arena of
eastern Iran but also raises the question of whether his movement was instigated and supported by the Samanids against
Khalaf ibn Ahmad al-Saffar—an ally of the Buyids. This research aims to reinterpret a segment of the political and military
history of Iran in Sistan and Kerman during the second half of the 4th century AH and to elucidate the role of the Samanids
in the formation, duration, and ultimate failure of al-Barezi’s uprising, relying primarily on numismatic evidence.

2. Theoretical Framework, Conceptual Foundations, and Literature Review

Employing a historical method with a descriptive-analytical approach, this study utilizes the theoretical frameworks of “Local
History” and “Interdisciplinary Studies.” Regarding the literature, while works such as The Cambridge History of Iran
(Bosworth), Stephen Album’s coin catalogues, and research by Saied Soleimani and Houshang Khosrobeigi have examined
Saffarid coins and their political relations, none have independently analyzed the political-military dimensions of Ali ibn
Muhammad al-Barezi’s movement and its connection to Samanid policies. Addressing this scholarly gap, the present study
uses numismatic data and local historical sources to reconstruct, for the first time, the Samanids’ role in the regional dynamics
of Kerman and Sistan.

3. Research Method

This research is conducted using the historical method and a descriptive-analytical approach, based on library research and
numismatic studies. Data has been gathered through the examination of historical texts (such as Tarikh-e Sistan, Ibn al-
Athir’s al-Kamil, and Miskawayh’s Tajarib al-Umam) and the analysis of published coins from the relevant period, which
have been critically analyzed.

4. Findings and Discussion

The findings indicate that the Samanids, aiming to weaken the Buyids and establish proxy regimes on their southern frontiers,
supported the movement of Ali ibn Muhammad al-Barezi. A coin minted in Sistan in 360 AH, which bears al-Barezi’s name
alongside that of Husayn ibn Tahir al-Tamimi—a Samanid-supported claimant—provides evidence of an alliance between
these two forces and possibly even the subordination of Husayn ibn Tahir to al-Barezi. This alliance fits within the traditional
Samanid policy of creating buffer states in peripheral regions to counter Buyid expansion. However, al-Barezi’s movement,
which was based on an alliance of Baluch, Qufs, and Manujani tribes, ultimately failed due to the military strength of *Adud
al-Dawla al-Buwayhi, the gradual decline of the Samanids, and a lack of popular legitimacy in Sistan, where popular
sentiment favored the Saffarids. The movement ended with al-Barezi’s defeat and capture in Rabi* al-Awwal 361 AH.

5. Conclusion

The movement of Ali ibn Muhammad al-Barezi, as one of the local rulers of Kerman and Sistan, exemplifies the Samanid
efforts to exert influence in southeastern Iran and counter their political rivals. Although Samanid support and alliances with
local forces facilitated the initial formation of his political power, a combination of internal and external factors—including
Buyid resistance, the remoteness of his social base, and a lack of broad public support—Ied to its rapid failure and subsequent
erasure from the historical record. By integrating historical sources with numismatic data, this study not only reconstructs a
part of Iran’s local history in the 4th century AH but also demonstrates the potential of numismatic studies in illuminating
obscure aspects of Iran’s political history.
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