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of I_—|isto_ry, Payame Noor The historical province of Fars was considered as one of the centers of Sunnis before the
Unl\{er5|ty, Tehran, Iran. establishment of the Safavid government, and most of its people were Sunni Shafii but during
2. Assistant Professor, Department the Safavid era, Shiism overcame Sunnism in that region, and only in some parts of the southern
of I.—||st0-ry, Payame Noor part of the current province of Fars and the coasts and islands of the Persian Gulf, Sunnis kept
University, Tehran, Iran. their religion. Having used historical-descriptive method, the paper is going to answer the

question of how was the process of the expansion of Shiism in Fars during the Safavid era and
what tools and strategies did the Safavid government use to promote Shiism. Research findings
show that the conversion of Fars people to Shiism was gradual and combined with Tagiya
(precautionary dissimulation). Shah Ismail | mainly resorted to negative and violent methods,
but Shah Tahmasp took more advantage of positive and encouraging methods and consolidated

Correspondence: the position of Shiism in Fars. However the events of the reign of Shah Ismail 1l and Shah
Sasan Tahmasbi Muhammad Khudabanda showed that a large part of the people of Fars have not yet been
Email: sasantahmasbi@pnu.ac.ir converted to Shiism, or that their conversion was not reliable. When Shah Abbas | took over,

the situation changed in favor of Shiism, and until the end of the Safavid period, it experienced
an expanding process, and if the Safavid government had continued a little longer, it was most

Received: 27 Jul 2024 likely that at least in the current Fars province, Sunnism gave way to Shiism.
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Extended Abstract

Studying the process and circumstances of spreading Shiism in Fars during the
Safavid period

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The historical province of Fars has always been one of the most important provinces of Iran and has played a decisive role
in Iranian history politically and culturally. This province which was considered one of the main centers of Zoroastrianism
during the Sasanian period, was the last refuge of this religion in the first Islamic centuries. Eventually, Islam overcame
Zoroastrianism, and various Islamic sects, including Shiism gained followers in Fars, but until the rise of the Safavid state,
Sunnis especially the Shafi'is were in the majority. The process of spreading Shiism in Fars during the Safavid period began
with the conquest of the province by Shah Ismail | and continued until the fall of the Safavid government.

Theoretical foundations

This paper is going to Study the process and circumstances of spreading Shiism in the historical province of Fars. So far,
numerous studies have been conducted on the religious developments in the province of Fars, and some have also examined
the history of Shiism. Suliman (1395 SH/ 2016 AD) has examined the history of the presence of Shias in Fars from the first
century AH to the end of the Al-Inju rule (754-725 AH). Firouz Mahjori and Zahra Aydi Pour (1395 SH/ 2016 AD) Shia
themes and concepts in the wooden inscriptions of this province from the fourth to the thirteenth century AH have been
studied. Although these studies have addressed some aspects of this issue, many questions remain unanswered. Therefore,
this study examines the process and challenges of spreading Shiism this religion during the Safavid era, looking at the history
of Shiism in the historical province of Fars.

Research method

Having used historical-descriptive method, the paper is going to answer the main question that how was the process of spreading
Shiism in Fars during the Safavid and what tools and strategies did the Safavid government use to promote Shiism in that
province and what problems and challenges did it face. To answer this question, first the religious atmosphere in Fars on the eve
of the Safavid state will be examined and then, by using historical texts, literary works, and other documents and evidence, the
Safavid government's efforts to change the religion of the people of this state are examined.

Research findings show that the Safavid government's policy for spreading Shiism in the Fars province during the reign of each
Shah of this dynasty was different, depending on the political conditions and their level of attention to religious issues, and each
Shah used specific strategies. Shah Ismail | (reigned: 907-930 AH/1501-1524 AD) mainly resorted to a policy of coercion and
pressure, the most important result of which was the Sunnis turning to Tagiya (precautionary dissimulation) and the departure
of some Sunni scholars from Iran. In addition, by persuading Sunni scholars and the great family to accept Shiism, Shah Ismail
| caused some people in the Fars province to change their religion and accept Shiism. During the reign of Shah Tahmasp (930-
984 AH/ 1542- 1576 AD), due to the consolidation of the Safavid government's position, the religious policies of this government
in Fars changed somewhat, and in addition to the mostly negative policies of Shah Ismail's period, positive policies and
propaganda and cultural programs were used to a greater extent. Shah Tahmasp tried to persuade the great families and Sunni
clerics to accept Shiism and used the Imamzadas as a base for the propagation of Shiism. The Syyids of Fars, some of whom
had been Shia before the Safavids came to the aid of the Safavid government and along with the Madahs and Tabarais helped to
spread Shiism. However, due to the dominance of the kings of Lar and the Portuguese over southern Fars, the policy of expanding
Shiism in these regions did not make much progress. During the reigns of Shah Ismail 11 (984-985 AH/ 1576-1578) and Shah
Muhammad Khudabanda (985-995 AH/1578-1588AD), the process of expanding Shiism in Fars was disrupted because Shah
Ismail 11 did not take any steps to support Shiism and, due to some of her actions, was accused of intending to revive Sunnism.
Shah Muhammad Khudabanda did not pursue the policies of her predecessor, but he was so preoccupied with internal issues
and attacks by the Uzbeks and Ottomans that he did not have the opportunity to promote Shiism. The rebellion of Mulla Hidayat
Allah Arandi in Kuhgiluya showed that at the time of Shah Abbas I's accession to power (reign: 995-1038 AH/1588-1629AD),
a large number of people in the province of Fars had retained the Sunni religion. During the reign of Shah Abbas I, conditions
changed in favor of Shiism, and he by making extensive use of economic incentives and cultural propaganda, paved the way for
the eventual victory of Shiism. The overthrow of the local rulers of Lar and the expulsion of the Portuguese from Hormuz played
an important role in the spreading Shiism in southern Fars, as it consolidated the position of the Safavid state in those areas.
Thus, by the end of the reign of Shah Abbas I, Sunnis maintained their religion only in some southern regions of that province.
However, the propagandistic activities of local officials and Shia clerics to convert them continued, but the Afghan invasion and
the fall of the Safavids stopped this process, leading to the survival of Sunnism in southern Fars.

Conclusion

The process of Shiism's spread in the historical province of Fars followed a pattern that prevailed in other parts of the country.
According to this pattern, in the early years of this rule, the Safavid Shahs mainly used negative strategies and mainly turned
to exerting pressure on the Sunnis, but over time, the contribution of cultural and economic factors in the spread of Shiism
increased. It is noteworthy that after Shah Abbas I, the Fars rulers and local clerics played a more prominent role in the
spreading Shiism, and it seems that the successors of Shah Abbas | no longer paid much attention to this issue.
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Safavids, Fars province, Conversion.
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