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ABSTRACT

The subject of this study is the MA WARA’ AL-NAHR (Transoxiana), one
of the key Islamic lands, in Islamic maps from the ninth to the sixteenth
century. Maps are known as important documents for understanding the
political system and land divisions in historical periods, and Muslims were
able to leave a rich source of scientific data during the 8th to 16th centuries
with accurate geographical scientific texts and updated maps. The research
focuses on the representation of MA WARA’ AL-NAHR in these maps, the
extent of cities, natural situations and related concepts. Using the method of
historical research and analysis of thirteen linear maps in the archives of Iran
and Saudi Arabia, the researcher has tried to provide matches between the
locations of the maps and their current positions. These matches are especially
important in identifying the location of some cities that were lost for various
reasons or were placed in wrong places. The research findings, with the aim
of identifying places and determining their correct positions, help to introduce
the content of important map documents and the contribution of Muslim and
Iranian cartographers to the scientific and geographical heritage. This study
not only adds to the wealth of geographical knowledge, but also allows
researchers to have a better understanding of the historical and geographical
developments of this land and to better understand the role of MA WARA’
AL-NAHR in the history of Islam.

KEYWORDS
Map, Islamic cartography, MA WARA’ AL-NAHR, Transoxiana, historical
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